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Rationale for proposing no change for Wincanton library:  

 Although Area 7 has a relatively low population, with relatively low levels of 
need compared to some other areas, it is some distance away from the major 
towns of Somerset.  Drive times to Yeovil and Frome are approximately 25 / 
30 minutes from Wincanton. For this reason, we consider that it is appropriate 
to fund a library building in this area, in order to fulfil our statutory duty to 
provide a comprehensive library service.  

 Of the 3 libraries in Area 7, Wincanton library is situated in the largest built-up 
area, adjacent to a free car park in a town centre which is a hub for much of 
Area 7 (being within a 15 minute drive of the majority of Area 7).  Wincanton is 
a hub for public transport, road routes and community transport.  It can be 
accessed by public transport from all of the other major communities in the 
area, and is around 10 minutes’ drive from both Bruton and Castle Cary. 

 Wincanton library is not as well-used as some other libraries in larger urban 
centres elsewhere in Somerset, however it has much higher levels of usage 
than the other libraries in Area 7.  Because of this, even though Wincanton 
library is more expensive to run than other libraries in the area, it provides 
better value for money across all measures.  In particular, there is a large and 
well-used programme of events and activities at the library, well supported by 
a proactive friends group. 

 Area 7 has the lowest levels of deprivation of all of the areas considered, with 
no significant pockets of high need, compared to other communities in 
Somerset.  That said, there is evidence of some deprivation in Wincanton, 
which has higher levels of need compared to both Bruton and Castle Cary. 

Rationale for proposing changes to Bruton library (Options A or B): 

 Bruton library serves a relatively small catchment population, and usage is 
correspondingly fairly low relative to that of other libraries in Somerset.  
Although running costs are low, value for money is still lower than many 
libraries elsewhere in Somerset because of the low levels of usage. 

 From the needs assessment work carried out to date, the level of need in 
Bruton library catchment appears to be the lowest of all library catchments, 
with very little evidence of any significant deprivation in the town or the 
catchment.  Given the relatively low levels of need and usage, a mobile library 
solution is considered to be a reasonable way of delivering library services to 
the community of Bruton, if a solution to maintain a library building in the town 
cannot be found through a Community Library Partnership. 

 Access to an alternative library building in Wincanton is reasonably good from 
Bruton. Levels of household car ownership in some parts of Bruton town are 
relatively low, however there are reasonable and relatively inexpensive public 
transport links, and community transport is available for those that need it.  
Driving times to Wincanton are short.   Bruton has a relatively small rural 
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catchment, which has high levels of car ownership, and relatively good road 
links to alternative library buildings in Wincanton or Frome. 

 For all of the above reasons, the impact of reducing funding to library service 
provision in Bruton is likely to be lower than elsewhere in Somerset. 

Rationale for proposing changes to Castle Cary library (Options A or B), with 
financial support for a Community Library Partnership under Option A: 

 Castle Cary library serves a relatively small catchment population, and is situated 
in a built up area with a relatively low population.  Perhaps because of these 
factors, usage of the library is lower than at other libraries, and value for money is 
lower than for many other library buildings.   

 Levels of need are generally low across the catchment as a whole; the large rural 
catchment for this library is one of the wealthier areas of Somerset.  However, 
there is evidence that a reasonable number of households in Castle Cary town 
are likely to have lower household incomes than elsewhere in Somerset.  One 
neighbourhood in the town has a higher risk of social isolation than many 
communities elsewhere in Somerset. 

 Although access to Wincanton is reasonable from Castle Cary town, some of the 
more rural areas to the north and west of Castle Cary town have poorer access to 
alternative libraries, and public and community transport into Wincanton or Yeovil 
is more lengthy and costly from much of the catchment compared to other 
communities in Area 7.   

 For the above reasons, the changes proposed for Castle Cary are likely to have a 
higher impact than changes proposed in some other communities.  Although the 
current library does not provide good value for money compared to some other 
libraries in similar communities elsewhere in Somerset, providing some level of 
financial support to support a potential community partnership could help to 
mitigate potential impacts. 

 That said, overall the levels of usage and need are lower than elsewhere, and a 
mobile library solution is considered to be a reasonable way of delivering library 
services to the community of Castle Cary, if a solution to maintain a library 
building in the town cannot be found through a Community Library Partnership. 

 


