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Rationale for proposing no change for Bridgwater and Burnham-on-Sea libraries:  

 Both Bridgwater and Burnham-on-Sea libraries have high levels of usage, and 
although they are relatively expensive, they provide good access to library 
services for large catchment populations – 61% of the population of Area 3 live 
within 2 miles – a reasonable walking distance - of one of these two libraries 
(71% within a reasonable cycling distance of 3.2 miles). 

 Burnham-on-Sea library provides good access to library services for some areas 
of high need in the south of the catchment; there are also relatively high numbers 
of older people and disabled people living in close proximity to this library.  
Distances to alternative library provision at Bridgwater are considered to be too 
great to provide reasonable access for a built-up-area population of the size of 
Burnham-on-Sea.  

 Significant housing and population growth is planned for Bridgwater, and the 
catchment population for this library is relatively high (10 times that of nearby 
North Petherton library, for example).  Some neighbourhoods in Bridgwater have 
very high levels of need.   

 There are potential opportunities to share space at these library locations, which 
could deliver some of the cost reduction that is likely to be required, with a more 
limited impact on service users. 

Rationale for proposing changes to Highbridge library (Options A or B): 

 Highbridge library has relatively low levels of usage, and although it is relatively 
low cost (and therefore provides reasonably good value for money), usage of 
Burnham-on-Sea library by residents of the catchment is high (2.1 times higher 
than usage of Highbridge library across the catchment as a whole).  Burnham-on-
Sea library is relatively easy to access by walking or cycling, or by public or 
community transport.  There are a number of other urban areas with similarly 
high needs in the county (including in Bridgwater) which do not have a library 
building, and the proposed outreach service delivery model is considered to be a 
more effective means of providing library services to communities like Highbridge 
in a consistent and fair way across the county, if a Community Library 
Partnership cannot be established. 

Rationale for proposing changes to North Petherton library (Options A or B): 

 Usage of North Petherton library is very low relative to that of other libraries in 
Somerset, although the net costs of the library are very low and it does provide 
good value for money.  The levels of need within North Petherton and the 
surrounding catchment are relatively low, although the library does provide a 
more convenient location for the relatively high proportion of older people living in 
North Petherton.  Access to alternative libraries in Taunton and Bridgwater is 
relatively good; Bridgwater library in particular provides reasonable access to 
buildings-based services for this community, and can be accessed by a good 
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cycling route and frequent public transport.  Because of the good access to 
alternative library buildings and the relatively low levels of need, providing 
additional financial support to a community library partnership in this location is 
not considered appropriate – there are other communities with higher levels of 
need. 

Rationale for proposing changes to Nether Stowey library (Options A or B), with 
financial support for a Community Library Partnership under Option A: 

 Nether Stowey library serves a relatively small population, in an area where 
levels of need are not as high as elsewhere.  Usage of the library is lower than 
other libraries, although the library is very well used by people living in the 
community of Nether Stowey.  Other communities of the size of Nether Stowey in 
other parts of Somerset do not have a library building, and delivering services 
through a mobile library may provide a fairer and more consistent approach. 

 However, access to alternative library buildings by public and community 
transport is more difficult, and the current scheduled public bus service to 
Bridgwater may not be sustainable in the longer term.  For this and other 
reasons, the changes proposed for Nether Stowey could have a higher impact 
than changes proposed in other communities.   

 The current library is very well-used relative to the size of the community and 
provides good value for money, with significant support from a pro-active friends 
group.  In particular, the library is well-used for events and activities, many of 
which take place outside of opening hours. Providing some financial support to 
support a potential community partnership is likely to represent good value for 
money. 


